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O N a flight Proafad of the Ser- 
mon which gave Occaſion 
to the following Remarks, 
I did not think it Jefarved tha 
| Trouble of a Refutation, for be- 
ing ſenſible it conſiſted of nothing 
but the moſt lying Inconſiſtencies, 
I was ſenſible it would meet wal 
the Contempt of every Member 


of the Society of Maſons, but 


conſidering more deliberately the 


A 


{ | 
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baneful Tendency of Jeſuitical 
Craft, already too — and 
of witch [ ſhall prove the Author 
to be poſſeſt of no ſmall Share; 
I thought it incumbent on me to 


A 2 expoſe 


To the Reader. 
expoſe this moſt impudent Piece 
of Effrontry, offered to ſo re- 
ſpectable a Society; for it is well 
known, the Fraternity of Jeſuits 
{pare no Pains in ſowing the Seeds 
of Diſcord where ever they come; 
and however trivial and unworthy 
of Notice this Attack on Maſonry 
may ſeem : I cannot help think- y 
ing it a Prelude to ſomething * 
greater, which I hope will be a 
ſufficient Apology for the Publi- 


cation of theſe Remarks. 
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Ages, to form themſelves into particular So- 

cieties, for the mutual Benefit and Aſſiſtance of 

each other; and in this they are not only Juſ- 
tified from Principles of Nature, but have alſo the 
concurring Sanction of holy Writ; for the Royal 
Prophet in the 133 Pſalm, celebrates it with the 
higheſt Encomium, and the ſacred Writings in 
many Places ſtrongly enforce it. Now as all thoſe 
Societies, under what Denomination ſoever, ulti— 
matcly tend to the ſame good Purpoſes ; fo it is 
certain, the more extenſive any of them be in 
reſpect to the Number, and Quality of its Mem- 


J has been the conſtant Practice of Men in all 


| bers, the greater Benefits muſt accrue to Indivi- 


duals; and in this Light, it will be allowed that 
Masod kx, juſtly claims the precedence ; and 
whoever attempts to diſturb the Peace of ſuch 
Societies, ſhould in Juſtice be treated as the Ene- 
my of Mankind; and ſuch I ſhall prove the ano- 
nimous Author of the Sermon betore me to be; 

who 


| 


ES 
who by mere Dint of a conſumate Audacity, has 
Illiberally traduced the whole Society of MasoNs, 
with the woſt Urchriſtian Aſperity and Piaboli- 
cal Milevolence. 

The Text choſen for the Subject of his Diſ- 
courſe, 's taken from Rev, xvii. Verſe the Fitih. 

« And upon = Farelead was written, Myſtery, 
Babylon the Gre at, the Mother of Herlts and 
Abomination of the Far th.” 

He begins wich telling ue, he has chofen this 
Text to rectify the groſs Nt ſapprehenſic Mn of Com- 
mentators, in regard to its true Interpretation, and 
that the Froteſtant Divincs have appled it to ſignify 
the Church of Rome; they have fo, and advanced the 
moſt convincing Arguments to prove, it can be 
Applied to nothing elſe; for it follows in the next 
Verſe, © And ] jaw the Woman drunken with the 

Mood of the Saints, and with the Blaad of the 
Martyrs FF F.; and when 1 ſaw her, I won- 
dered with great Admiration.”” It will preſently 
3 to which this is applicable, to Matonry or 
the Church of Rome; and that the Scatiments of 
Proteſtant Divines on this Sub-jeR, are nt fo re- 
pugnant to common Sente, nur fo ridiculous as 
he would intinuate they at. 

He then proceeds to atk (Page 2.) “ With what 
6- Juſtice, can the Church of Rome be called the 
* Mother of Ha lots, when it is well known that 
* 1n popiſh Countries, a great Part of the Female 
* dex, take upon them Vows of Virginity ?” True 
they do ſo; and the Prieſts alſo take upon them their 
Vows of Celibacy ; but to what infamous Purpot.s 

is 
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is too notorious. The Receptacles for theſe de- 
luded Fair Ones, being known to be nothing elle 
than ſanctificd Brothels ; Sinks of Hypocriſy and 
Impiety, where none but luſtful Prieſts can enter, 
where they Practiſe with Impunity their Myſteries 
of Iniquity, and where it would be as dangerous 
for the unhallowed Feet of a Layman to tread, as 
the ſinding him reading the Bible; Seminaries of 
Perdition, that in England, in the Reign of Henry 
the Eighth, at the Time of their Diſſolution, con- 
tained not leſs than one hundred Thouſand of 
theſe recluſe Virgins, entirely devoted to the Will 
of thoſe reverend lebidinous Goats. O Myſtery 
the Whore of Babylon! He next tells us, © the 
Application of the Text to the Pope is ſtill more 
ridiculous, and that an old Man cannot be a 
Whore.” Wonderful Sagacity ! Who can ſay he 
is? but as this holy Gentleman is the Head of the 
Church, emphatically Stiled the Whore of Baby- 
lon, the Title ſeems applicable to him by way of 
Eminence, and with much greater Propriety than 
that of Holineſs; as the immoral Lives of many 
who have been raiſed to the Pontificate can am- 
ply teſtify. In the ſame Page he tells us, © there 
is not any Paſſage in Scripture where the Mean- 
«© ing is more clearly expreſſed, and is amazed 
* how it has eſcaped the Notice of Commenta- 
* tors:” He then declares it relates entirely to 
Masonky, and proceeds to the Diviſion of the 
Text into four Heads, through which I ſhall follow 
hm, and make it evident, its Application belongs 


entirely to the Church of Rome. 
Firſt, 


Ä 


, 
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Firſt, he undertakes to prove from Reaſon and 
Revelation, © that by the Title Babylon, is under- 
ſtood Masonry.” The 'Iruh of this Eropoft- 
tion he ſays is evident from the Beginning of the 
Text, where it is faid, © and upon her Forehead 
was a Name written, Myſtery,” and procecds. 
© It is certain that nothing can be more properly 
called Myſtery, than the Arcana l have :nention- 
ed.” What Arcana? I find none mentioned; he 
has indeed (Page 3) told us, the Societies of Furs 
«© MaAsONS are now well known. and ſo nytort- 
* ouſly Infamous that it is ncediuſs to give any 
* Definition of them.” But wherein this Intamy 
conſiſts he docs nut acquiint us, and we huve he 
ſame Reaſon to believe his Ipſe Dixit in this par- 
ticular, as the reſt of his Brethren at Naples, in 
Juggling their wonderful Miracle of Liquitying 
the Blood of St. Tanuarius. In the ſame Page he 
fays, © the Myſteries of MasoNnxy, are the moſt 
* ridiculous Abſurdities that ever were impoſed 
* upon Mankind ;” and yet apacars totally Jg- 
norant what thoſe Myſeri.s are. I ſhall now 
make it appear, the Application of the Texi be- 
longs Literally to the Church of Rome : This 1s 
manifeſt from the Context ; for at the ſecond Verſe 
it is ſaid, © with whom the Kings of the Earth have 
* committed Fornication, and the Inhabitants of the 
« Earth have been made drunken with the II ine of 
* her Formecation,” plainly alluding to the intoxi- 
cating Bigotry and Superſtition of the Church of 
Rome; which like a Deluge over ſpread all the 
Chriſtian World till the Reformation, and 1s very 


pertinently 


[9 ] 
pertinently expreſſed by the Words Drunkenneſs 
and Fornication, And Verſe the Third. © $9 
« he carried her away in the Spirit into the I uder- 
« neſs: and I ſaw a Woman fit upon 4 carlet 
e coloured Beaſt, full of the Names of B/aſphemy, 
« having ſeven Heads and ten Horns: where, by 
the Wilderneſs is very aptly expreſſed, that Maze 
of Error and Corruption of the Chriſtian Doctrine 
maintained by the Church of Rome, and T the 
Term Blaſphemy is meant, the conſtituent Farts 
of her Worſhip, which are in reality a Compila- 
tion of the moſt blaſphemous Adulation of Saints 
and Angels, in Defiance of the expreſs Words of 
God himſelf; who declares © I am God alone, and 
« will not give my Glory to another.” And Verſe 
the Fourth, © And the Woman was arrayed in 


 & purple and ſcarlet Colour, and decked with 


« Gold, and precious Stone and Pearls, having a 
« golden Cup in her Hand, full of Abominations and 
« PFilthineſs of her Formcation.” This no doubt 
alludes to the Pride and Arrogance of the papal 
Authority ; and the golden Cup full of Abomina- 
tion and Filthineſs of her Fornication, ſignifies the 
Summit of that Authority, and Plenitude of Pow- 
er the Head of that Church has ſo unjuſtly arro- 
gated to himſelf. 

Having thus briefly explained the former Part 
of the Chapter, I come now to the Text ; © And 
* upon her Forehead was a Name written, Myſtery.” 
This fo evidently alludes to the corrupt Doctrines, 
and Practice of the Church of Rome, that the crafty 
Jeſuit would fain caſt the Turpitude of it on Ma- 

B SONRY, 
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8ONRY, or any other Socicty, though they have 
not the leaſt Aflin' ty with it; for the Myſteries 
here mentioned, ſignify, thoſe myſtical Tencts 
which are held in the higheſt Veneration by theſe 
infatuated Bigots, as Tranſubſtantiation, Purga- 
tory, Invocation of Saints, Mlaſſes for the Dead, 

with many others equally ridiculous, which have 

no Foundation in Scripture, and are utterly re- 
pugnant to the common Senſc and Underſtanding 
of Mankind. What a Myſtery is it to behold a 
Man by Virtue of a little ſacerdotal L gerdemain, 

inſtantaneouſſy convert an inſignificant Water 
into a God, and perſuade the filly Mulutude to 
proſtrate themſelves before it! Wonderful Myt- 
tery, and a becoming Rag of the Whore of Baby- 

lon. Babylon the Great ; Rome, is very properly 
compared with that idolatrons Ci ty; for as the 
Children of 1ſrael were in Cap.ivity, and there 
ſuffered a rigorous Bondage, ſo has great Part of 
the Chriſtan Church for many Centurics, groancd 
under the Tyranny of papal Authority. In Page 
the Fifth, he ſays, © in the ſame Chapter we are 
c told, the Kings of the Earth had committed For- 
« nication with her,” and would perſuade us, it is 
ſpoken of thoſe Kings, and other illuſtrious Per- 
ſons, who have been Members of the Socicty of 
Masons. What conſummate Impudence ! to ca- 
lumniate a Society, which has always been honour- 
ed by the greateſt and moſt reſpectable Perſon- 
ages; and yet if we may believe this Jefuitical 
Sophiſter, it is unworthy the Notice of the mean- 


eſt Wretch exiſting. It is plain, this can have no 
Relation 
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Relation to Maso x RV, but belongs entirely to 
the Church of Rome, that Mother of Harlots, with 
whom the Kings of the Earth, have committed 
the moſt deteſtable Fornication, to the Deſtruc- 
tion of Thouſands of their innocent Subjects; 
when under a Pretext of Hereſy, the Whore of 
Babylon hath iflued forth her cruel Mandates, and 
the Rulers of the Earth, being intoxicated with the 
Wine of her Fornication, have rigorouſly put 
them in Execution. This is moſt evidently allud- 
ed to in Verſe the Sixth, which is immediately 
connected with the Text; © And I jaw the Mo- 
« man drunken with the Blood of the Saints, and 
« with the Blood of the Martyrs of Feſus.” Is this 
applicable to Maso NR, or any ſuch Socicty in 
the Kingdom? Did any Man ever ſuffer by their 
Authority, either on a civil or religious Account ? 
not a fingle Inſtance can be produced to prove any 
one ever did. The Church of Rome then is here 
plainly ſpoken of; need I recite the many In- 
ſtances of helliſh Cruelty inflicted on Proteſtants in 
all Parts of Chriſtendom ? Has not this myſtical 
Whore of Babylon imbrued her Hands in the Blood 
of Thouſands? The Annals of this and other 
Countries can well atteſt this melancholy Truth, 
And in this Reſpect, they have conſtantly main- 
tained that diabolical Tenet of Mahometaniſm, 
contained in the Turki/b Catechiſm, where the 
Queſtion being aſked, © How may you exalt the 
Glory of Makomet ? the Anſwer is, © by deſtroy- 
* ing with Sword and Fire, all ſuch as dare op- 
* pole his holy Doctrine, till the Infidels are 
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& rooted from the Earth, and all the Univerſo 
„ ſubmits to own his Glory.” This is ſo well 
known a Similarity of Principle between them, 
that it is needleſs to produce any Arguments to 
prove it. 

The latter Part of the Verſe ſays, and when 1 
e ſaw her I wondered with great Admiration.” 
It is truly admirable, that fuch an Herd of cano- 
nical Tyrants could have exiſted ſo long; and ſtill 
more admirable, that their Cruelties ſhould be 
abetted by the greateſt Princes of the Time; 
Cruelties which were never exceeded by Nero or 
Caligula, and in which it is well known, the Jeſuits 
have always had the principal Share; nay fo great 
has been their Thirſt for Blood, that to promote 
the Intereſt of the Catholic Church (as they falſely 
term it) they make no Scruple of involving Friends 
and Enemies in the ſame Deſtruction. This is 
manifeſt from the Anſwer given by Henry Garnet, 
the Superior of the Jeſuits at the Time of the 
Gunpowder Plot: Who, when the Conſpirators 
(defirous of ſaving ſome of the Perſons who were 
to have been in the Houſe at that Time, but 
knew not how to apprize them of the Danger, for 
fear of a Diſcovery) aſked, this reverend Director 
of their tender Conſciences, Whether it were 
* lawful among many Nocents, to take away 
* ſome Innocents alſo? he replied, “If any Ad- 
& yantage ſhould accrue to the Catholic Cauſe, 
ce they might deſtroy them all.” Such have al- 
ways been the avowed Principles and Practices of 


a Fraternity, who arrogate to themſelves the 
ſacred 
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ſacred Name of Feſus ; and impiouſly proſtitute 
it, in the Midſt of Plots, Aſſaſſinations and Maſ- 
ſacres ; but what Concord hath Chriſt with theſe 
Sons of Bellal? 

The Reader is by this Time I preſume, ſuffi- 
ciently convinced, that the Text is applicable only 
to the Church of Rome; and that it may be liter- 
ally ſaid of her, „And upon her Forehead was a 
« Name written, Myſtery, Babylon the Great, 
« the Mother of Harlits and Abomination of the 
« Earth.” 

There is nothing more deſerving Notice, till 
we come to Page the Eighth ; when he comes to 
his ſecond Head, which 1s, to take a general Sur- 
vey of Masonkxy, expoſe the Impiety and Ab- 
ſurdity of its Myſteries, and the Wickedneſs of 
thoſe whoprofeſs them. Here he ſays, © my Veracity 
e may be queſtioned, even among the difintereſt- 
ed Part of Mankind (and I firmly believe it 
cc will) for it will ſcarcely be credited, that an 
© human Creatures could employ themſelves in 
ce ſuch ridiculous Myſteries.” We have been long 
entertained with the Word Myſtery, but as it re- 
lates to Masonry we are not yet made ac- 
quainted ; I have already ſhewn its true Meanin 
in regard to the Church of Rome, and how far the 
Jeſuits have had their Share in the wicked Impo- 
ſitions they contain. He continues © whatever 
& Reception his Undertaking may meet with from 
Readers of Senſe and Candour, he expects it 
* will be moſt virulently calumniated by all thoſe 


e who are inclined to ſupport the Reputation of 
MasonRY.” 
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Masoxsy.” But in this he is greatly miſtaken; 
for I will venture to aſſure him, his puerile Pro- 
duction will not excite the leaſt Imitation of Spirit in 
the Breaſt of any Mason ; nor ſhould I have taken 
the Trouble of writing theſe Remarks, but for 
the Reaſons already mentioned. 

In Page the Tenth he informs us * The only 
important Step in celebrating the Myſteries of 
Masonky, is an open Violation of the great 
Commandment” Thou ſhalt not take the Name 
of the Lord thy Gop in Vain, for an Oath of 
Secreſy, the moſt execrable and tremendous that 
ever was invented, © is adminiſtered in the Courſe 
of their Ceremonies.” And Page the Eleventh 
« As the very Exiſtence of MAso NRV depends 
* greatly upon the degree of regard which is paid 
* to this impious Oath, it may be worth while to 
* enquire a little into its Validity, and examine 
% how far it is entitled in a religious or moral 
Light to the Force of Obligation.” And here 
we ſhall find the Jeſuit to throw off the Maik, 
and with his uſual Equivocation, artfully evading 
every kind of Obligation whatſoever. It is neceſſ- 
ary he ſays, © to the Obligation of an Oath, that 
it be voluntary, and not taken through Compul- 
* ſton. The Force of every ſacramental Engage- 
* ment is founded upon Freedom of Action: tor 
an Oath is no more than a ſolemn Renunciation 
c of the Liberty of acting contrary to any ſtipulat- 
* ed Compact. This Liberty therefore muſt have 


* remained entire at the Time the Engagement 


C was entered into. If it did not, but was ever 
| « awed 
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ce awed by Violence or ſuperior Force, the Aﬀent 
ſo procured is void and of no Obligation.” 

That theſe are the proper Requiſites of an Oath, 
and without which it cannot be entided to the 
Force of Obligation, I readily admit; and ſhall 
preſ ntly make it appear, that the Obligation of a 
free Maso x, is taken as voluntarily and free from 
Conſtraint, as any other whatſoever. 

He proceeds (Page the Twelfth) to inform us 
of his Manner of making a free Mason ; I call it 
it his Manner, for I am certain it was never 
thought of by any Man elſe. © The poor delud- 
e ed Candidate (he ſays) is conducted into a dark 
Apartment, there blindfolded, and a Halter 
* about his Neck.” from this Purgatory (ſimilar 
I ſuppoſe to that of Popery) he is led into the Aﬀ- 
embly of Masons. A dread and © portentous 
«« Silence is held for ſome time, till all on a ſudden, 
* O Wonderful! his Ears are aſſaulted with a 
* hideous Rattling of Aprons, or the claſhing of 
« Swords over his Head, and accoſted in ſuch 
* Terms as theſe Raſh, prophane dare you tread 
this Ground? Tremble prophane at what this 
* Temerity of yours may coſt you. He is then 
* to travel under an Iron Vault, frequently run- 
* ning his Head (which I hope is thick enough) 
* againſt a naked Sword, or ftriking his Feet a- 
gainſt Obſtacles placed in his Way; while at ev- 
© ery Step he takes, the frantic Aſſembly is pour- 
* ing forth the moſt alarming Exclamation. This 
A tragical Farce being ended, the Culprit is placed 
in the poſture for recieving the Oath; and leſt his 

« Reſolution 
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* olution ſhould be ſtaggered, he beholds on his 
right and left, (the Handkerchict being now 
* taken from before his Eyes) a C:oud of frantic 
“ Wretches with naked Swords in their Hands, 
« preſenting the Points towards him with menac- 
* ing Looks, and the venerable Maſter holding 
* up a large Mallet ready to facriiice him, in 
& which Situation the Oath is adminiſt ed.” Sch 
he would have us bel:eve is the Method of In- 
mating a free Masod, and from hence would 
perſuade us, that the Oaih itſelf is void and of 
no Obligation. 

Although there is not one Syllable of Truth in 
his Manner of making a Maso, and the whole 
of it is ſuch a Compoſition of idle Inconſiſtencies, 
as no Man would ever conform to; vet ridiculous 
as it is, if any one ſhould ſuffer himſelf to be treat- 
ed in ſuch a Manner, and afterwards take the 
Oath, it muſt be a voluntary AR, for let us 
ſuppole a Man intended to be made a Masox in 
the Manner above related, would any Man of 
Common Underſtanding ſubmit to ſuch incon- 
fiſtent Treatment? And 1i after this he ſhould take 
the Oath, muſt it not be a voluntary Act? For 
otherwiſe could he not withdraw? And ſhould he 
refuſe taking it would they murder him? The 
whole then of the Authors, Argument to invalidate 
the Obligation is groundleſs, and will by no 
means anſwer his Purpoſe. 

However in this reſpec he is perfectly confiflent 
with the known Principles of Jeſuitiſu, their in- 
dubitable Maxim having always been, never to re- 
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g1rd the Force of any Engagement, than as it 
can be ſubſervient to their particular Views; for 
kave they not, under the Sanction of an Oath, 
obtained the Favour and Confidence of Princes; 
whom, under the Pretence of promoting the 
Catholic Cauſe, they have involved in Deſtruction? 
Have we not recent Inſtances of their Perfidity in 
this reſpect. One Inſtance of their uſe of Oaths 
cannot omit. 

Henry Garnet, the Superior of the Jeſuits, 
(whom I mentioned before ;) was Confeſſor to the 
Conſpirators in the Gunpowder Plot, and conle- 
quently, was acquainted with the moiſt minute 
Particulars of that infernal Scene, which he could 
not deny on his Tryal; but, with the uſual Prevari- 
cation of his Fraternity, alledged that he was 
bound by Oath not to reveal the Secrets of Con- 
feſſion. What a horid proſtitution of a ſacred 
Engagement, to make it acceſſary in the Deſtruc- 
tion of a whole Kingdom ! Let us now compare 
the Tendency of ſuch an Oath, with that of Ma- 
SONRY. 

That they are both taken Vcluntarly, no man 
of Common Senſe will diſpute, as it is impoſſible 
to be otherwiſe, the Obligation of a Masox, 
reſpects only the particular Society in which it is 
adminiſtered, and has not the leaſt Connection 
with Religious or Political Controverſy ; the Oath 
of a Jeſuitical Confeſſor, obliges him to conceal 
the Myſtical Arcana of Plots, Afaflinations and 
every Kind of Villainy, the moſt abandoned of the 
Human Species are capable of perpretating. Is 
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not this a notorious Breach of the great Command- 
ment? Can ſuch an Oath be entitled to the Force 
of Obligation? Or would not this Reverend 
Father have diſpenſed with it, had the Conſpiracy 
been formed againſt the Pope and his Conclave of 
Cardinals? We may conclude he would; and the 
higheſt Honours been paid to this pious Son of the 
Church, for his Zeal in ferving the Catholic Cauſe, 
though at the Expence of violating his Oath. 

Atter all this ſophiſtical Reaſoning to invalidate 
the Obligation, he tells us page the 17th, © That 
the Myſtery he has been ſo long exclaiming 
* againſt, and for the Profeſſion of which the 
* whole Society of Masons are to be damned; 
* 1s nothing more than the Word Boaz.” Mighty 
Arcana! the Mountain of Feſuitical Craft has 
been long in Labour, and is at length happily deli- 
vered of a Mouſe! Is this the mighty Secret? what 
amazing Sagacity in this moſt ingenious Diſcoverer ! 
The Public will no doubt amply reward him, 
whenever his Perſon is brought to Light ; and will 
take his fatherly Advice with the reſt of the 
Catholic Saints, never to read the Bible; for in the 
Book of Ruth. they will meet with this Execrable 
Arcana; and find Boaz to be a Man ſpoken of 
with Honour: but as he was not a Feſurt, the 
Crime of mentioning his Name muſt certainly be 
unpardonable. He then aſks, was ever any thing 
ſo ridiculous? To which I anſwer, it is equally 
ridiculous with Tra nſubſtantiation nſelf; to ſuppoſe 
the greateſt Men in all Ages, and of all Proffeſ- 


fions, forming ihemſclves into a Society, under 
the 
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the ſanction of Secreſy, which conſiſts of nothing 
more than the Word Boaz ; this like the Author's 
reaſoning is moſt certainly worthy to be concealed 
in re nal Oblivion. But the Wickedneſs of 
Masoxs is not the only Theme of our Author's 
Diſcourſe, but he takes a View of them in reſpect 
of ſcientific Knowledge, and finds them (he tells 
us) moſt deplorably ignorant. For although the 

eateſt Mathematicians of the Times have been 
always Members of the Society, they knew not 
that beyond the Tropic of Capricorn, the Sun 
Shines from the North, as much as it ſhines from 
the South on this Side the Tropic of Cancer; nay 
ſo great Blunderers have they been, to make the 
Circumference of a Circle a hundred times great- 
er than its Diameter, which he learnedly informs 
us is no more than nearly Three to One. The 
Society muſt be greatly indebted to him, for this 
curious Diſtillation of his Jeſuitical brain, and are 
ready no doubt to reward him with as curious a 
Flagella ion. He next obliges us with a curious 
Fragment which he calls a part of the FREE-Ma- 
80N's Catechiſm, and it is this; Q. If you were 
in Danger, what would you do? A. I would pur 
my Hand upon my Head, and cry out, the Widow's 
Children are mine; and then learnedly deſcants, 
* This is the Conſequence of that Confufion of 
Languages, which was brought upon the World 
© at the Deſtruction of Babel, and ſtill ſubſiſts in 
ce thoſe Societies.” This Aﬀertion is truly appli- 
cable to his own Fraternity, who have been many 
Centuries in building their Babel of Iniquity, and 
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which is now brought to its final Deſtruction. 
What follows is nothing but groundleſs Charges 
of parixcular Crimes, without the leaſt Shadow of 
Proof to ſupport them; and this wretched Scribbler 
would have us believe on his own Aſſeveration, 
but as he appears ſo nearly related to the Father 
of Lies, we may be excuſed placing that Confi- 
dence in him. To compenſate for theſe Enormi- 
ties, he tells us, (page the Twenty-fif h) *The 
© MasoNs affect to perſuade us of their Charity; 
there is no Need of Perſuaſion in that Reſpe@, 
as it is well known, they are ever ready to aſſiſt 
every worthy Member in Diſtreſs, and have fre- 
quent Meetings for that Purpoſe; Benevolence 
being the very Baſis of the Society, and which, 
to the End of Time, will always render it re- 
ſpectable. 

He tells us, The Aſſemblies of Maso xs are 
& held at ſuch Hours, as are moſt ſuitable to 
6 Works of Darkneſs.” He ſhould have told us, 
what thoſe Hours are ; for every other Society in 
this reſpect, will fall under the ſame Predicament, 
as their Hours of Meeting are the ſame. 

But in this, he is perfectly conſiſtent with his 
Veracity, which I have fully ſhewn is not to be 
relied on; as throughout rhe whole of his Per- 
formance, he has aſſerted the moſt impudent 
Falfities, and traduced a Society, the Principles 
of which he is wholly unacquainted with. In 
Page the Twenty-eighth, he ſays; © It is pretty 
certain, that for one Tradeſman who has reaped 
“ any Advantage from an Acquaintance con- 
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« tracted in the Lodge, with a Perſon of Rank 
« and Fortune, a Thouſand have ruined them- 
« ſelves by the extravagant Courſes, into which 
e they have run to obtain it.” He proceeds to 
prove the Truth of this Aſſertion, from the never- 
to- be- forgotten Story of the inimitable Sporade z 
who, after a long but fruitleſs Acquaintance with 
many of the Nobility, ended his Days at 
Tyburn. 

This great Perſonage (he aſſures us) was no 
leſs than a Lamplighter in the Pariſh of St. Giles, 
and certainly they are Men of the higheſt Eſti- 
mation ; about the Age of Thirty, he entered 
into the Society of FREE Masons, by whom, (as 
he uſed afterwards 10 boaſt) he was received 
with greater Marks of Friendſhip, than ever he 
had met with from any other People in his Lite. 
From the Time he was initiated, he diligently 
attended all the Meetings of his Brethren, and 
was ſoon reckoned the beſt Mason in the Lodge; 
that is to ſay, he could pronounce the Word Boaz 
more articulately than any dignified Dunce among 
them. On this Account, it was common for every 
Brother of Diſtin&tion to place himſelf near 
Sporado, whom for his wonderful Ingenuity, they 
all carefled in the warmeſt Manner; and as we 
know is cuſtomary between the firſt Nobility and 
Lamplighters. Now would he teach them to 
point their Fingers to the Throat, and to make 
an Angle with the Knife and Fork ; which, by 
the Way, implies they had ſomething to eat, and 
which I fear our Author was deſtitute of, when 

writing 
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writing this Story, Upon theſe momentons Con- 
fiderations, Sporado began (as well he might) to 
entertain no ſmall Hopes of being ſoon rendered 
independent, through the Intereit of his noble 
Brethr en. In the Time, however, ſad Cataſta- 
trophe ! the Profits which he drew from his Em- 
ployment, being infutticient to afford a Pot of 
Beer to drink with their Lordihips ; he reſolved 
to betake himſelf to Houſebreaking. For Three 
Years he continued his Depredations in that Ca- 
pacity, ſrom the Connivance of ſome Watchmen, 
who were not only Masons but Pimps. This 
was certainly a very lucky Circurm? ance for the 
great Sporads, that he could meet with ſuch kind 
Brethren in following his nocturnal Employment; 
but why connive at him only ? We may fairly 
conclude, they certainly were Pack-Aſſes to this 
great Man, as the Jeſuits have always been to 
the Pope, and, in like Manner, aſſiſted him in 
carrying away the Plunder. At length, however, 
he is apprehended and capitally convicted, but 
remained confident of a Pardon, aſſerting the 
King was his Brother; though what King no ono 
can tell: He now, after the Example of other 
great Men, employs a Perſon to write for him to 
2 noble Lord at Court (for we are told, he could 
not write himſelf) on whoſe Intereſt he much 
depended, to make Application in his behalf; 
but all to no Purpoſe, for on the fatal Day, he 
was drawn to the Place of Execution, where he 
ſolemnly renounced that the Abominations of Ma- 


89NRY, that is the execrable Ward Boaz ; and 
declared 
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declared that, after he was hanged, no man living 
ſhould ever hear him pronounce it in this World 
again. 

O Masons! Ye uncharitable Mortals! what a 
heavy Charge is here exhibited againſt you; and 
how can I poſſibly exculpate you from the Turpi- 
tude of it ? Behold a Member of your Society of 
the greateſt Conſideration, no leſs than a diſtinguiſh- 
ed conſequential Lamp-lighter, labouring to inſtruct 
you in the myſtical Arcana of MasoNRY, in 
pronouncing with Elegance and Propriety the im- 
portant Word, Boaz ! and, by his indefatigable 
Zeal, reduced to follow the Occupation of a Houſe- 
breaker, apprehended for the ſame, brought to 
his Tryal, and capitally convicted: And, inſtead 

of ſaving ſo uſeful a Member of the Community, 
by procuring him a Pardon, and enabling him to 
continue his Depredations, tamely to refſign him 
into the mercileſs Hands of the unrelenting Hang- 
man. Are ye not bound by the Laws of your 
Society to protect Thieves and Robbers? If not, 
how can you expect they will ever become Mem- 
bers of it? How different had been the Fate of 
this worthy Genius, had he fortunately been a 
Jeſuit For, as his Dexterity in Houſebreaking, 
was, no doubt, very great, he might with the ſame 
Facility have concerted with the reſt of his Bre- 
thren many pious Schemes for the Advancement 
of the Catholic Cauſe, as Plots, Aſſaſſinations, 
Sc. and ſhould the Heretics have dared to oppoſe 
him, they would inſtantly exert their whole Force 
to protect him; and as ſnould they not ſucceed inthat 
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but he muſt of Neceſſity make his Exit at the 
Gallows ; even in this Caſe, they would in the 
Twinkling of an Eye, have forgiven him all his 
Sins, with an undeniable Paſſport out of Purgatory 
into Heaven ; have honoured his Memory with 
a pompous Canonization ; and have carefullly 

reſerved the hempen Vehicle, as a moſt venera- 
ble Relick. But how different a Treatment from 
this, did this excellent Perſon meet with from the 
Society of Masons! Poor Sporads / 

In Page Thirty-two, our Author, with a trem- 
bling Hand and rueful Countenance (as if halt- 
ſtarved) gives us a lamentable Deſcription of the 
Habitation of a FRet-MasoN, on the Night of 
his ſolemn Feſtival ; this, he tells us, is a Scene of 
Horror and Deſolation, without Fire or Candle, 
and deſtitute of the common Neceflaries of Life, 
the Conſequence of the faſcinating Myſteries of 
Masonky. And would he impoſe this wretched 
Daubing of his falſe Portrait for genuine Painting, 
on our Underſtandings? Would the weakeſt Ideot 
believe ſuch Conſequences to be the Reſult of a 
Connection with any Society exiſting ? But ſuch 
are the w etched Shifts the Author is put to, to 
find Mater to calumniate a Society, whoſe Prin- 
ciples, he is utterly unacquainted with. 

Before I diſmiſs this Head, I cannot think it 
amiſs, to introduce a Quotation from an excellent 
Sermon, preached before a Society of FREE Ma- 
SONS, at Boſton in New-England, the 27th of 
December, 1749. To ſuch of my Readers, as are 
of that Fraternity, it will undoubtedly prove ac- 

ceptable, 
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ceptable, and, to ſuch as are not, I perfuade my- 
ſelf it cannot be diſagreeable. The principal 
Intention (ſays the Author) in forming Societies, 
is undoubtedly the uniting of Men in the ſtricteſt 
Bond of Amity ; for Men confidered as ſocial 
Creatures, muſt derive their Happineſs from 
each other, every Man being deſigned by Pro- 
vidence to promote the good of others, as he 
tenders his own Advantage, and by that Inter- 
courſe to ſecure their good Offices, by being, as 
Occaſion may offer, ſerviceable unto them.“ 

« Chriſtianity in general (for I now enter not 
upon the melancholly Diviſions that are ſo rife among 
us) never circumſcribes our Benevolence within the 
narrow Confines of Nature, Fortune, Profit or 
perſonal Obligation. What I would advance 1s 
this: That we reſtrain not our Love to our next 
Neighbour only, this being merely a Point of 
Conveniency ; nor to our Accquaintance ſolely, 
this being the effect of Inclination, purely to gra- 
tify our Selves; we are not to careſs our Friends 
only, becauſe Gratitude and common Juſtice re- 
quire even that at our Hands; nor yet, thoſe eſ- 
pecially from whom we expect to receive Benefits, 
tor this Intereſt and Policy will prompt us to ; nor 
our Relations only, for this the Ties of Blood and 
mere Nature dictate, nor is our Love and Charity 
limited to them particularly, who are of the ſame 
Church or Opinion with us; for by the very ſame 
reaſon that we are induced to believe ourſelves in 
the right, they may imagine themſelves ſo too; and 
what we may judge to be a Perfection among 

our- 


[26] 
ourſelves they may condemn as a Plemiſh. Be it 
ſo then; that in ſome Points or rather Modes of 
Worſhip, we may differ or diflent from each other, 
yet ſtill the Lodge reconciles even theſe. There 
we all meet Amicably, and converſe Sociably to- 
gether? There we harmonize in Principles tho” 
we differ in Punctilios? There we join in Conver- 
fation, and intermingle Intereſts? There we diſco- 
vernoEſtrangement of Behaviour, nor Alienation of 
Aﬀection; We ſerve one another moſt readily in 
all the kind Offices of cordial Friendſhip, 

© Thus are we united, though diſtinguiſhed ; 
united in the ſame grand Chriſtian Fundamentals, 
though diſtinguiſhed by ſome Circumſtantials; 
united in one important Band of Brotherly Love, 
though diſtinguiſhed by ſome Peculiarities of Sen- 
timents. Freedom of Opinion thus indulged, but 
its Points never diſcuſſed, is the happy Influence, 
under which the Unity of this truly Ancient and 
Honourable Society has been preſerved for time 
immemorial. And whoever is an upright Ma- 
SON, can neither be an Atheiſt, Deiſt, or Libertine, 
for he is under the ſtricteſt Obligation to be a good 
Man, a true Chriſtian, and to act with Honour 
and Honeſty, however diſtinguiſhed by different 
Opinions in the Circumſtantials of Religion. Upon 
which Account Masonky is become the Centre of 
Union and the means of conciliating Friendſhip 
among Men that might have otherwiſe remained 
at perpetual Diſtance, cauſing them to Love as 


Brethren, as Heirs of the ſame Hope, Partakers of 
the. 
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the ſame Promiſes, Children of the ſame God, and 
Candidates for the ſame Heaven. 

« We read that when Tertullus pleaded againſt 
St. Paul, the chief Accuſation whereon he ground- 
ed his Plea, was, his being Ringleader ofthe Sect 
of the Nazarenes; and this Sect (ſaid the Jews) 
we know that it is every where ſpoken againſt, 
and wherefore was this Sect ſo ſpoken againſt ? 
Was it from any Evil they knew of its Profeſſion ? 
Or from mere Ignorance or blind Prejudice? We 
find nothing of the former, but undoubted proof 
of the latter. And this I take to be pretty much 
our Caſe in reſpect to Masonky, as flowing from 
the ſame corrupted Principles, I have had the 
Honour of being a Member of this Ancient and 
Honourable Society many Years, have ſuſtained 
many of its Offices, and can, and do aver, in this 
ſacred Place, and before the great Creator of the 
Univerſe, that I never could obſerve aught there- 
in, but what was juſtifiable and commendable, 
according to the ſtricteſt Rules of Society; this be- 
ing founded on the Rules of the Goſpel, the do- 
ing the Will of God, and the ſubduing of our 
Patſions, and highly conducing to every ſacred 
and ſocial Virtue. But not to inſiſt on my own 
Experience. the very Antiquity of our Conſtitution 
furniſhes a ſufficient Argument to confute all Gain- 
Sayers, for no Combination of wicked Men, for a 
wicked Purpoſe ever laſted long. The want of 
Virtue, on which mutual Truſt and Confidence 1s 
founded, ſoon divides and breaks them to pieces ; 
nor would Mea of ungeſtionable Wiſdom, known 


D 2 Inte- 


128 


Integrity, ſtrict Honour, undoubted Veracity, and 
good Senſe (though they might be trepaned into a 
tooliſh or ridiculous Society, which could pretend 
to nothing valuable) ever continue in it (as all the 
World may ſee they have done and now do) or 
contribute towards ſupporting and propogating it 
to Poſterity. | 

As to any Objections that have been raiſed 
againſt this Society, they are ridiculous, as they 
are groundleſs; for what can diſcover more egre- 
tous Folly in any Man, than to attempt to villify 
what he knows nothing of? At that Rate, he may 
with equal Juſtice, abuſe or catummmiate any thing 
elſe that he is unacquainted with, But there are 
ſome Peculiar Cuſtoms among vs; ſurely theſe can 
be liable to no Cenſure. Hath not every Society 
ſome peculiarities which are not to be revealed to 
Men of different Communities? But, ſome among 
us behave not ſo well as might be expected; but 
this Objection is of no Weight with a Man of In- 
genuity and Candour, for it the unworthineſs of a 
Profeflor caſt a Reflection upon the Profeſſion, it 
may be inferred by parity of Reaſon, that the Mit- 
conduct of a Chriſtian is an Argument againſt 
Chriſtianity ? But, this is a Concluſion, which I 
preſume no Man will allow, and yet it 1s no more 
than what he muſt ſubſcribe to, who is ſo un- 
reaſonable as to inſiſt on the other. Upon the 
whole then, it appears, that the Rules of this 
Society have a direct Tendency to render Conver- 
ſation agreable, as well as innocent; and fo to 
influence our Practice, as to be uſeful to others 
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and profitable to ourſelves ; for, to continue in 


' Amity, and maintain a fair Correſpondence, to be 
| diſpoſed reciprocally to all Offices of Humanity, 
and to act upon mutual Terms of Benevolence, 


which are the Characteriſticks of Chriſtianity, are 
likewiſe the Cement of this Society. And how 
good it is to aſſiſt, comfort, and releive the op- 
preſſed, I need not obſerve ; nor is it leſs obvious, 
how pleaſant it is to contribute to the innocent 
Delight, and promote the lawful Advantage of 
one another, and always to converſe with Se- 
curity, without any the leaſt Suſpicion of frau- 
dulent Injuries or malicious Practices.“ 

This is a genuine deſcriptive View of the Principles 
of this Honourable Society, which this mean [g- 
noramus has ſo illiberably traduced; Principles 
which will render it reſpectable while Men exiſt, 
and which every honeſt Man will propagate to the 
End of Time. 

We are now come to the third Head of his 
Diſcourſe, which is to expoſtulate with ſome of 
thoſe who adhere to the Abomination of M asoN- 
RY, and here with his uſual Effrontery, he ad- 
dreſſes himſelf to Four of the moſt reſpectable 
Characters in Life, to the Legiſlators, the Wor- 
ſhipful Magiſtrates, Generals of Armies, and 
the Reverend Clergy ; the firſt he aſks, * What is 
* your Motive to encourage a Society, whoſe 
* Foundation is in Deceit, and whoſe Intempe- 
** rance is ſupported upon the Ruin of a thouſand 
* indigent Families?” and then impudently dictates 
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de If ye are not capable of rendering Service to 


4 your Country by political Abilities, pray act not 
« ſo inconſiſtent with your Duty, as to give Sanc- 
« tion to Diſſipation and Drunkeneſs.“ What an 
infamous Suggetiion | that the moſt able Stateſ- 
men, renowned for Virtue and the Love of their 
Country, ſhould countenance a Society noto- 
rious for maintaining fuch Principles. Does 
he expect any One will credit ſuch an Abſurdity ? 
Is not this inſolent Attack on their Characters, ſuſ- 
ficient to ſtimulate them to an inflexible Exertion 
of the Laws to preven: the increaſe of Popery, 
and is it not expedient to enact others to prevent 
the Jeſuitical Harpies from entering this Kingdom, 
and ſeducing the unwary by their infidious Writ- 
tings? eſpecially if we conſider the indefatigable 
pains they take in making Proſelytes ; and that 
every Subject ſo perverted, is a Member alienated 
from his Loyalty to his King, and the Conſtitution 
of his Country, For can we ſuppoſe, ſuch a Man 
will have the leaſt regard for either, when the 
avowed Maxim of that corrupt Church 1s, that 
Faith is not to be kept with Hereticks? And ſuch 
they uncharitably ſtigmatize all thoſe of a different 
Perſuaſion. For although it be an unwarrantable 
Cruelty to perſecute and hurt any Man for his 
particular Opinions in matters of Religion, yet 
Reaſon and found Policy, founded on the firſt 
principles of Nature, will dictate, to beware of a 
Combination of Men, who have rendered them- 
ſelves obnoxious in almoſt every Roman Catholic 


State, For have they not been expelled from 
Coun 
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Countries where they where held in the higheſt 


Eſtimation? 


We know they are now diſperſed for their Deeds 


of Darkneſs, and are ſecking an Aſylum, not in 


Popiſh Countries, for they will not admit them, 
but it is to be feared among the Proteſtants whoſe 
Subverfion they will uſe every Art to accompliſh, 
and whoſe Legiſlators on that Account, ſhould be 
diligently careful to detect them. He next ad- 
dreſſes, (or rather endeavours to affront) the Ma- 
giſtrates who are appointed to prefide over the 
Peace and Morals of the Community, and im- 
pertinently interrogates them, What Apology 
te can ye plead for entering into theſe Aﬀſemblies;” 
and tells them he can aſcribe their Conduct in this 
Particular, to no other cauſe than a ſcandalous Love 
of Feaſting, for which he ſays) they are almoſt all 
ſo remarkable; and would be rejoiced to ſee 
the Time when an Engliſh Alderman, would 
after the Example of a Roman Citizen, be con- 
tented with a meſs of Turnips. Our Author 
would perſuade us, that Maso s are moſt egre- 
gious Epicures, Lovers of Feaſting, and the Ma- 
giſtrates Countenance and Support ſuch illegal 
Practices, as the Slaughter of Geeſe, Turkies and 
Chickens for that deteſtable purpoſe; and for 
which, they muſt certainly be unworthy to bear 
his Majeſty's Commiſſion; for are they not the 
Guardians of the Lives of his Majeſty's peaceable 
Subjects? and can any deſerve their protection as 


ſuch, more than Geeſe, Turkies and Chickens ; 
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with what Propriety then can they not only con- 
nive at, but participate in the Eating of them. 
Our Author has no doubt experienced the bad 
Effects of Feaſting and very wiſely recommends 
to every Engli/d Alderman, a diſh of Turnips, 
which he has found experimentally to be the beſt 
Preſervative of Health, and with which, and 
nothing elfe, may he be feaſted as long as he lives. 
He next aſks the Generals of Armies, „ Shall the 
manly Soul of a Soldier, ſubmit to a Difcipline 
too mean for the Diverſion of Children?“ as he 
has not told us what this Diſcipline is, we muſt 
look on his Interrogation as a ſenſeleſs Puerility, 
of which throughout his whole Performance he has 
diſplayed a great Redundancy. © Ye reverend 
Preachers of the Goſpel (ſays our Author) ye too 
muſt have your Commerce with the myſtical 
Whore of Babylon!“ As I have fully proved the 
Church of Rome to be the Myſtical Whore of 
Babylon, we may inter, he here addreſſes the 
Clergy of that Church, and what Commerce they 
have had with her, I have ſufficiently thewn ; to 
the Proreſtant Clergy, I would obſerve, that Ero- 
therly Love, Relief and Truth, are Duties which 
as Men we owe to one another, and are worthy 
to be recommended from the Pulpit; and however 
little they may be regarded in Practice by a great 
Part of Mankind, yet in the Society of Masoxs 
they ſhine with native Luſtre, as every One of 
that facred Function acquainted with the Principles 
of the Society can aver. — 


And 
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And yet he aſks, © Will ye give your Sanction 
to ſuch Abominations? If the Duties I have juſt 
mentioned are Abominations, may they ever be 
inculcated by the Proteſtant Clergy of all Deno- 
minations! We know thoſe of the Church of Rome 
maintain the contrary ; Fire and the Sword being 
their moſt convincing Arguments, which, to ſerve 
the Catholic Cauſe, they are ever ready to make 
Uſe of. Our Author very liberally beſtows on 
the Reverend Clergy, the Epithet of Panders of 
Voluptuouſsneſs ; and Charges them to renounce 
the Myſteries of MASO NR for ever. It js well 
known that many excellent Divines have been 
Members of this Society, Men who always have, 
and will ſtill continue to caution their Hearers againſt 
the infidious Arts of Jeſuitiſm, and have in the 
ſtrongeſt Manner recommended thoſe Principles 
on which Masownxy is founded, and which will 
make it revered when Jeſuitical Craft ſhall be no 
more. 

We are now come to the Fourth Head of this 
Diſcourſe, which is © To ſhew that all thoſe who 
2dhere to the Abominations of Masoxn&zy will be 
dimned;” and ſurely nothing can betray the Je- 


ſuit more fully, than ſuch a diabolical Aſſertion; 


that the greate!l and beſt Men of all Profeſſions, 
and in all Ages, ſhould be liable to eternal Per- 
dition, for profeſting hemſelves Members of a 
Society whoſe Principles are founded on Reaſon 
and Revelation, as hath been ſutfficiently ſhewn. 
To ſupport his Hypotheſes he tells us, © This is ſo 
certain thi: no Human Cataſtrophe is more fre- 
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quently mentioned in Scripture than the final Deſ- 
truction of Babylon,” This is moſt certainly true, 
and we know find thoſe Prophecies fulfilling in the 
Deſtruction of Jeſuitzjm, that chief Support of the 
Whore of Baby/on, aud the crafty Pander of her 
Abominations. But is this the Caſe with Masonky, 
or any other reſpectable Socicly 7 Quite other- 
wiſe; andwhen Jeſuitical Craft with its Concomitant, 
Papal Tyrany, ſhall fink into Oblivion; they ſhall 
perpetuate their godlike Principles to the lateſt 
Poſterity. Thus I have ſiniſned my Remarks on 
this fingular Sermon, and have, I preſume, ſatisfac- 
torily proved the whole of it io be a Jeſuitical pro- 
duction, tending to fow the Seeds of Diſſontion, 
and to impoſe on the Underſtandings of thoſe who 
are ignorant of the Principles of MasoNRy. 
Before I conclude, let me intreat thoſe of the Pro- 
teſtant Perſuaſion of what Denomination ſoever, 
to be ſtrialy CircumſpeR, to prevent the ſiniſter 
Deſigns of a Fraternity, whoſe ſole Employment 
is to promote the baneful Intereſt of Papal Power, 
for which Purpoſe, they will make Uſe of the 
moſt inſinuating Addreſs, to introduce themſelves 
into Families of every Station in Lifc, and it is to 
be feared that too many of them, have been re- 
cived into the Seminaries for the Education of our 
Youth for they will aſſume any Character, they 
think can be ſubſervient to their Purpoſe; it well 
becomes therefore the Heads of ſuch Seminarics, 
to be diligently careful in the Admiſſion of their 
Aſſiſtants, and to fortify as much as poſſible the 
Underſtandings of their Pupils againſt the At- 
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| rack of Popiſh Emiſſaries. To thoſe of the Roman 
Catholic Perſuaſion I would obſerve, that how- 
' ever confident they may be of being in the right, 


and that no other Denomination of Chriſtians can 
be ſaved, becauſe out of the Pale of their Church, 
yet whatever Community ſhall profeſs Principles 
inconſiſtent with univerſal Benevolence, cannot 
be any part of the Chriſtian Church, as ſuch Prin- 
ciples are diametrically oppoſite to the Spirit of 
Chriſtianity, and utterly ſubverſive of its Doctrines; 
nor can the Prejudice of Education be admitted a 
ſufficient Apology for the Perpetration of Malevo- 
lence and Cruelty ; let them not be prevailed on 
by any Infinuation whatever, to imagine unchari- 
tableneſs compatible with the Duty of a Chriſtian, 
but endeavour to conduct therſelves with Candour 
and Sincerty to all Mankind. 
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